Chair Letter - September 2009

Welcome to one of my favourite times of year - I love Autumn - the changing colours and a fresh breeze to blow the cobwebs away. 

My youngest child has taken a year out of work and started on a world trip (his second).  Currently somewhere in South America.  Watch out for regular updates.  A bit of bragging on my part - daughter has passed her post-graduate diploma in Clinical Pharmacy and is starting on the Masters.

Well, didn't our members do well at the Ayr Flower Show - I do hope you all got the opportunity to attend - the best yet and the weather was wonderful.  My congratulations to Margaret Paterson on her Silver Gilt award for her garden and to Sarah Plant's Creative Occasions on a terrific display in the Marquee with lots of businesses opportunities for the future.  I was fortunate to see Carol and the Beechgrove garden team in action - she's just lovely.

I'm delighted to report that my students did extremely well in their exams last year - some of them attended our November and March meetings.  Many are starting a career in business and really appreciated the opportunity to speak to members at both events.

Sadly, I have just lost my mother-in-law - a truly remarkable lady who lived to 90.  Freda did everything for herself until she fell ill a month ago and will be sadly missed by all who knew her.  She taught me a lot about cooking and I still make her trifle recipe:

jelly, fruit  and sponge

blancmange

layer of dessicated coconut

custard

whipped cream

topped with ground almonds.

Those who know me well realised long ago that I "navigate by coffee shop".  I recently had a lovely lunch in the Cranberry's Coffee Shop in the Merchant City - the Bakewell Tart was mouthwatering.  

Well, this isn't quite a coffee shop but I can thoroughly recommend being treated to afternoon tea at Turnberry where you will meet "Max" - the tea man.  The renovation work on the hotel is fabulous.

Best wishes to you all - see you at the September meeting - Liz Cooper

