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ayrshire association of business women



Chair letter 4 - April 2010

What a wonderful turnout at the March meeting - the room was full to bursting and extra chairs had to be brought in.  A particular thankyou to Staff and students from Marr College, Largs Academy, St Matthews Academy and to our guest speaker for the evening Susan Chan.  Thankyou also to the Gailes Hotel and Conference Centre for another terrific meal - my choice of salmon was absolutely delicious.  We are also grateful to Tina from Hourstons for her kind donation of free Clarins samples for every delegate.

After networking, the students and adults paired off for a Business Treasure Hunt - would you know where Hugh Grant stays when he visits Ayrshire or in which year Hourstons set up in Alloway Street Ayr or (without looking at the website) what is the AABW slogan?  Well done to Carol MacInnes of Create Communications and her student partner on winning the Treasure Hunt.  During a very busy evening Angela Fisk of Herbalife and Sarah Plant of Sarah's Creative Occasions also did 5-minute slots - well done ladies and thanks to Ann Cromack of Ikat Photography for her assistance with the photographs.

I hope you all had a lovely Mother's Day.  My family treated me to dinner in the Carrick Lodge and I have to say that my dessert was possibly the best I have ever tasted and I do like my puddings!  White Chocolate and citrus Tiramisu - oh wow!!!!!

As an Association we were so proud of Marilyn's efforts last year in the Ayrshire Hospice Land o'Burns Midnight Walk so we're all going to sponsor her again this year.  Good luck on Saturday 15 May.

Entries are starting to come in for the ASB Awards, but let's do Ayrshire proud. Don't be shy - do you merit entry as the Most Enterprising Business; are you a Young Business less than 3 years old; have you a particularly Outstanding Employee you'd wish to nominate; have you made an Outstanding Contribution to Business?  

AABW must nominate its entry from Ayrshire for the MEB Award but the other awards are open to members and non-members of AABW so spread the word.  The Awards Ceremony this year will take place on Friday 27 August in Aberdeen and all entrants will receive feedback following the interview process.  I am well placed to advise you on your application and the judging process having been invited onto the judging panel in 2008.  For those new to AABW, the Awards Ceremony is preceeded by an Afternoon Conference (split into 3 short sessions) - a great chance to network with businesswomen from all over Scotland.  

What a lovely surprise I got the other day when I entered BHS in Ayr.  I thought I was in the wrong shop and did a quick check to confirm where I was.  There's now a large Wallis section to choose from.  

You can tell I've got more time on my hands because I absolutely must pass on the following recipe sites I've recently discovered.  Sticky Toffee and Ginger Pudding by Jo Pratt can be found on Australia's largest collection of celebrity chef recipes at www.lifestylefood.com.au.   Traditional Scottish recipes (such as your gran would make) can be found on www.scottishrecipes.co.uk.  I am reliably informed that if you make the tablet with reduced-fat condensed milk it is ready in only 15 minutes.  

I look forward to seeing you all at the April meeting at the Burns Monument Centre in Kilmarnock - I wonder what my past hides?  According to my father - his ancestors left England in a hurry - they had to - they were sheep stealers; my mother's ancestors came over from Ireland during the potato famine; there was a mysterious Spanish Lady; my maternal grandfather joined-up aged 14 during WWI.  But is any of it true?

Answers to the Treasure Hunt Questions are:  

· The Blair Estate, Dalry

· 1896

· We Know a Woman Who Can

Best wishes and Happy Easter

Liz Cooper (Chairwoman)
