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ayrshire association of business women



Chair letter 6 – June 2010

I would like to congratulate the Women of Ayrshire.

Firstly, I must thank our guest speaker at the May meeting – Way-yin Hatton (Chief Executive of Ayrshire and Arran Health Board) for being such a delightful guest and speaker (and didn’t she look fabulous in that red coat from Innova Clothing).  So my next thanks must go to AABW member Jenny Gardner for bringing along the beautiful clothing samples and telling us so much about the development of this product and the business.    We look forward to our visit in July.

Welcome to the latest member of AABW - Aileen Furber of Olivia Cards.

Mhairi Cooper (currently on a sabbatical) has delivered a beautiful 8 lb baby boy – our congratulations to the proud parents – I have visited and done enough “oooing” and “aaaahing” for all of us.   Julie Muldoon of Travel Counsellors once again rose to the challenge of getting me to the States – that darned ash cloud again had scuppered my original plans.  

Former Ayrshire finalist in 2008 for Young Business of the Year, Sandra Patterson, has successfully sold Boxby to a large American company in Texas (check out www.uship.com).  Sandra will continue to work with them and has several other ventures in the pipeline.

Lorna Dempsey – 2008 Scottish Woman of Achievement – is once more in the press this week receiving the congratulations from the Chairman of Cancer Research UK.  And, also in the Ayrshire Post last week, I hope you read the fantastic article on Jo Larcombe of Flowers@7.  Many of you will have admired the terrific bouquets Jo produces for our guests.

I popped in to see our cake ladies in Prestwick the other week.  They are doing so well that they are taking on a decorating assistant – well done to Pauline Garretty and Kate Macdonald of Cake of Your Dreams.

And, finally, but by no means least, AABW is proud to announce that a record 5 Ayrshire women are finalists in the ASB Awards this year.

	Karen Herbert
	Outstanding Contribution to Business (Colour Me Beautiful)

	Donna Drury
	Young Business of the Year (Real Work Skills)

	Susan Chan and

Rosemary Craik
	Best Business/Charity partnership (New Horizons Creative Solutions and Ayrshire Cancer Support)

	Heather Dunk
	Employee of the Year (Kilmarnock College Principal)


Good luck to all of them.  Your committee will be there in force to support them in Aberdeen.  

Alistair Fleming Citroen has kindly sponsored the Treasure Hunt so good luck in June and I look forward to seeing you also at our July meeting at Innova Clothing.

Have a lovely summer holiday when it comes.  

Best wishes

Liz Cooper (Chair)

